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Lord Reading's Speech at the Hotel Cecil, Simla,
at a Dinner in Honour of His Excellency given   ^
by the Chelmsford Club 17th October 1923

I am glad of this opportunity of again meeting the members
of the Chelmsford Club, and am especially grateful for the warm
welcome you have extended to me. It was a happy inspiration
of this Club to provide this social gathering, ^ to refresh and
encourage me upon the second half of my period of office. I
thank Sir Mahammad Shafi for the graceful and eloquent terms
in which he rapidly reviewed the march of events and for his
more than kindly personal reference to myself, and especially
for his appreciation of such service as I may have been able
to render in the noble cause of peace. I trust that his anticipa-
tions of the beneficial effects of the peace with Turkey will
prove as fully justified in the future as his valuable counsel to
me on Moslem aspirations and sentiments has often proved in
the past. I should ill-repay you if I indulged in a long political
speech this evening, but nevertheless I should not adequately
convey my obligation to the Club if I did not make some
observations upon some aspects of the political situation.

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM

You, Sir Mahammad, have referred to the new duties of a Viceroy
under the present constitutional regime and have truly said
that these involve responsibilities additional to those hitherto
placed upon his shoulders. It is, however, not altogether
without envy that I look back upon the activities of past Viceroys
in the region of the social welfare of the people, when I recall
that such vastly important subjects as education, sanitation
and public health have been transferred to Provincial Govern-
ments, and that my opportunities of service in this direction
are restricted. I have my consolation in the new duties which
have been to me of supreme interest. Ever since my appointment
it has been my special charge to assist and guide India to the best'
of my ability to further progress in parliamentary institutions.

During the first period of my Viceroyalty we have had to
encounter some serious difficulties, but fortunately they
have in the main been surmounted. We must not, however, too
readily assume that these may not recur though probably in
different forms. I earnestly trust that nothing will happen
to check the constitutional march'forward; but it must be
remembered that India's progress will depend mainly upon the